Parnell
ment did not discover them* When the Queen's Speech was
read on April 29, 1880* it contained references to every
important question of the time, except one: the question
of Irish land* Mr* Gladstone himself imagined that Ireland's
troubles had been settled by the disestablishment of the
Church of Ireland and the Land Act of 1870* The thought
was almost on a par with " old Tom Parnell's ** belief that
he had only to arrange the texts of the Bible in a certain order,
and immediately all the problems that vex the mind would be
solved* Mr* John Bright displayed some concern on the
Land Question, but Mr* John Bright, as usual, did not see
his way to do anything* There are times when one is tempted
to wonder whether Mr* John Bright ever did see his way to
do anything! * * * Between 1876 and 1880 six Land Bills
were introduced into the House of Commons, one of them by
Mr* Crawford, an Ulster Protestant, the others by Mr* Butt,
another Protestant, but all of them were either talked out or
heavily defeated* Mr* Gladstone's Government gave no sign
that it was prepared to deal with a matter which was of the
first importance* They gave no sign that they were even
aware that there was such a matter to be considered* But
they were soon compelled to consider it*
Parnell was the elected leader of the Irish party, but his
election had not been unanimous* There was a substantial
minority in the party which followed Mr* Shaw rather than
Mr* Parnell, and this minority decided to sit with and
support the Government on the ground that " the Liberals
were the friends of Ireland*" Parnell and his followers sat
on the Opposition benches on the ground that " the Irish
Nationalists should always sit in Opposition until the full
measure of their demands was conceded*" This division
of forces, by itself, was sufficient to confirm the Liberals in
their belief that the Irish need not be taken too seriously*
At all events, the Government arbitrarily declined to make
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